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Relates the life of top Hollywood director George Cukor, who guided to stardom such legendary
actresses as Garbo, Bergman, Garland, and Hepburn, and who led a secret double life as a
homosexual

From Publishers WeeklyMcGilligan ( Robert Altman ) summarizes the disdain of the male
heterosexual-dominated movie industry toward homosexual director George Cukor (1899-1983)
when he quotes producer Joseph L. Mankiewicz: "In a way, George Cukor was the first great
female director of Hollywood." Cukor, who received an Oscar for My Fair Lady , is not portrayed
as a persecuted innocent in this intriguing book; we're shown that he was promiscuous, petty
and, ironically, not above stereotyping homosexuals in his films. The book tells as well of the
decline of Hollywood's Golden Age because of competition from television, Red Scare
blacklisting and studio reorganizations. Interesting insights into Hollywood deal-making are also
provided. Photos not seen by PW.Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library
JournalCukor was one of the top directors of Hollywood's studio era, and was known as the
"women's director" for consistently drawing fine performances from his leading ladies. For as
significant a figure as Cukor, however, there is little available information aside from a handful of
critical studies of his films and a series of interviews conducted by Gavin Lambert, On Cukor ( LJ
9/1/72). This is the first full-fledged biography, and it is a good one. McGilligan ( Robert Altman:
Jumping off the Cliff , LJ 5/1/89) researched archival materials and interviewed scores of
backstage voices to fashion a compelling portrait of a homosexual artist working in a time and a
community wherein discretion regarding one's sexual orientation was necessary. McGilligan
places the open secret of this "double life" at the heart of Cukor's life and work. The book is rich
in anecdotes, gossip, and lore, and should appeal to general readers and movie buffs as well as
film scholars.- John Maxymuk, Rutgers Univ. Lib., Camden, N.J.Copyright 1991 Reed Business
Information, Inc.From Kirkus ReviewsRich character study of homosexual film-director Cukor,
famed for his handling of actresses, by McGilligan (Robert Altman: Jumping off the Cliff, 1989,
etc.). A Hungarian-American Jew with no interest in Judaism, Cukor spent his professional life
fearful of exposure as a gay--though nearly everyone knew that he was one. In his early years in
the theater, as a stage director in Rochester and on Broadway, homosexuality was commonly
accepted, although in the 30's Cukor tried in vain to have the ``moral turpitude'' clause removed
from his MGM contract. The 40's and 50's found gays less accepted and Cukor's fears justified.
Only once did scandal brush him, when he and a fellow gay looking for rough trade were
mugged by sailors--an incident hushed up by MGM. Cukor was famed for lavish parties and the
quiet Sunday get-togethers of his ``chief unit,'' or old-time gays. He resisted any deeper feelings
about sex, always paying off his young men in cash, even into his 80s. On the other side of his



double life, he was the only gay film director of major rank. His career included discovering
Katharine Hepburn, with whom he made ten films; directing Garbo in her greatest film, Camille,
and possibly her worst, Two-Faced Woman; directing Judy Garland in A Star Is Born, Marilyn
Monroe in Let's Make Love and her tragically ill-fated Something's Got to Give. Gable had him
fired from Gone with the Wind, claiming he couldn't work with ``a fairy.'' Cukor's other classics
included David Copperfield, Jean Harlow's Dinner at Eight, Ingrid Bergman's Gaslight, and
Hepburn's The Philadelphia Story, among many others. The past recaptured, keenly and
zestfully. Not to be missed. (Sixteen pages of b&w photographs--not seen.) -- Copyright ©1991,
Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.Read more
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warren, “as much as you could want to know. an excellent director and how he got that way. hard
work and details and a sense of proportion.”

Dean H., “Big book -. Big book, can't wait to dig in. Arrived very fast!”

Let's Get Reel, “Really good. full of interesting insights and information, and an all around
interest read”

Hope Goldsmith, “We’re Ready For This Close Up. Thanks to this talented author a brilliant book
exists for our pleasure. I finished last night and felt I had lived Mr Cukor’s life with him. It was a
tough subject since Mr Cukor coveted his private life. And understandably so. Hollywood was not
a kind place. I’m not a critic… just someone who love’s the Hollywood directors of olden days.
Their films have brought me much pleasure. I adore George Cukor’s films. To learn about his life
through so many is extraordinary. The author was at a disadvantage as there were many
restrictions placed on information. With that in mind I applauded d this treasure trove of material.
George Cukor would be proud. Thank goodness his wonderful films live on. He was known as a
“Woman’s Director,” as though a fault. How lovely that a director could achieve great
performances. it’s to his credit. I will now endeavor to read the author’s author writing but I feel
strongly that this is prize worthy.”

Sheila Johnson, “Five Stars. all items are great”

Martin Turnbull, “One of Hollywood's major directors given a worthy biography. Hollywood's
golden era would have been a markedly less memorable place without the contribution of
director George Cukor in whose hands movies like "The Women," "The Philadelphia Story," and
"My Fair Lady" would have been lesser cinematic events had he not come to Hollywood when
he did. A director of Cukor's stature deserves a worthy biography and, unlike some other
reviewers on this page, I believe he got one with this account of his singular life. Not only does
McGilligan cover life at the top of the Hollywood ladder, but also what it was like to be not only
prominent and gay, but also less attractive among the most attractive people in the country, the
backlash at being labeled a "woman's director," and how Cukor dealt with being fired from the
biggest movie of the decade: "Gone with the Wind." If you like old movies and want to know
more about what life was like while they were being made, this is one book that you'll want to
read.”

George M Weatherford, “Follow Cukor's Example and Take Your Time. This platter is full of many
good pieces: enlightenment, gossip, display, speculation and journalistic integrity. Before
recommending it for immediate consumption, however, one should ponder the notion that while



some bites are indeed chunky and tasty, some have been diced into inedibly large pieces; and
while at times the meal is juicy and succulent, at others it is bland and overcooked. More than
anything, it is FAR too much to digest in one sitting. It might be better to eat as leftovers than as
a buffet.I could not think of a more comprehensive text about Cukor's interesting existence;
however some people and relationships (especially with Katherine Hepburn) seem cnspicuously
more fleshed-out than others that are teased upon (to this reviewer, it is most obvious with
Cukor's father, Spencer Tracy and George Towers, all very influnetial people in Cukor's life with
mere paragraphs describing them). The text also suffers at times from trying TOO hard to be fair
to Cukor. Certainly, to the author's credit, nasty and contradictory elements are introduced, but it
seems that just as much effort is placed on balancing this with excuses or possible alternatives.
Cuko was not universally popular, and very few attended his funeral (not even Hepburn was
there); so the fairness seems a bit of a disguise.I would recommend a grain of salt to make this
tastier; and I would also recommend less than a chapter a day. The book is long on filmography,
can be slow reading, and takes time to digest. Overall, it is pleasing, as are Cukor's films, for the
most part; but they all took lots of time, according to most accounts.  Do the same.”

Kenneth Norris, “An excellent biography on George Cukor by Patrick McGilligan. I've been
reading about George Cukor in other celebrity biographies, and thought I should see what this
man was all about. I've enjoyed many of his films over the years...So I decided to read George
Cukor: A Double Life, written by Patrick McGilligan. In fact, I just this minute finished reading this
well written biography of one of Hollywood's top directors. I can well understand what the author
had to go through to get all his facts, and his interviews with an assortment of people who had
known Mr. Cukor. It's a shame that certain close ones to Mr. Cukor's group would not be
interviewed. This is hard on the author to put all the pieces together. In fact the author amazingly
did get all the pieces together to round out a solid body of work. Patrick McGilligan did George
Cukor justice. I recommend this book to everyone fascinated by the Directors of the Golden Age
of Hollywood. It's a good read.”

The book by Patrick McGilligan has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 23 people have provided feedback.
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